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Cloudesley is a charitable trust that makes grants  
to people, organisations and churches in the London 
Borough of Islington. We aim to have a significant 
positive impact on people’s lives.

Through our health grants programme we support 
people with physical and mental health issues who  
are in financial hardship. We make small grants to 
Islington residents with health problems or who are 
disabled and who have low or no income, and we also 
fund local organisations which work with them.

Our church grants programme supports the Church of 
England churches in Islington, helping to repair church 
buildings and to maintain the services within them.

The charity’s history dates back to 1517, when  
Tudor yeoman and Islington resident Richard 
Cloudesley wrote his will. In 2018/19, the charity 
continued to celebrate the 500th anniversary of 
Richard Cloudesley’s legacy in Islington. On top of  
our usual grant-making, we awarded over £290,000  
of anniversary grants through our Sustainable Church 
Buildings Project to help Islington’s churches become 
more energy efficient.

WHO WE ARE OUR GRANT-MAKING 
AT A GLANCE

£1,211,763
Total grants awarded  
in 2018/19

£415,739
Main Church Grants 
programme

£291,165
Sustainable Church 
Buildings Project

£504,859
Health & welfare grants

Cloudesley gives grants to 
support people in financial need 
who have health problems or who 
are disabled. It also makes grants 
to assist the Church of England 
churches in Islington.

OUR GRANT PROGRAMMES

Grants for  
Islington churches
Pages 8-11

Health grants  
for organisations
Pages 4-7

Grants for  
individuals
Pages 2-3
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Cloudesley gives small crisis 
grants of up to £500 to Islington 
residents who have health issues 
or who are disabled, and who are 
on low or no income. The grants 
aim to make a tangible and 
immediate change to people’s 
lives. During 2018/19, Cloudesley 
Partner grants were made to  
17 local organisations. The 
organisations assessed 
individual requests and 
distributed the funding as  
small grants to local residents.

In 2018/19, Cloudesley Partner 
grants were used to support local 
residents in many ways, including 
for buying essential furniture and 
white goods, and for funding 
medical reports needed to 
support welfare benefit claims 
and Debt Relief Orders. An 
increasing number of small grants 
were made to cover emergency 
expenses, including for food.

During 2018/19, over 1,400 
Cloudesley Partner welfare grants 
were made to local people.

Cloudesley Partners

Organisation Main activities/health focus

Centre 404 Provide support to people with learning disabilities and  
their families 

Community Language 
Support Service

Assist refugees from East Africa to access mainstream services

Consonant Legal advice and support for asylum seekers seeking refuge from 
human rights abuses

FCV Dorcas Support services for elderly people living in south Islington 

Help on Your 
Doorstep

Work with Islington residents to improve lives, enhance wellbeing 
and strengthen communities

Islington Centre for 
Refugees and Migrants

Support for asylum seekers, particularly those who don’t yet 
speak English 

Islington Law Centre Specialist advice and other legal services

Islington Mind Services to local residents seeking mental health advice  
and support

Islington People's 
Rights

Independent specialist welfare benefits and debt advice service 
to Islington residents

The Manna Practical support, advice and care for homeless people, those at 
risk of becoming homeless or those affected by addictions

The Margins Project Support for people facing homelessness, in crisis or isolated 

Peter Bedford Housing 
Association

Support for excluded people to help them move on to greater 
independence

Solace Women's Aid Provide refuge and support for women and families affected by 
domestic violence

St Luke’s Community 
Centre

Provide a range of activities and services in EC1

St Mungo's Help people recover from the issues that create homelessness

Health & welfare grants 
for Islington residents

St Luke’s Community Centre

Catalyst Programme
During 2018/19, in partnership with 
Cripplegate Foundation, Cloudesley 
continued to support the Catalyst 
programme, a creative grant-making fund. 
Through Catalyst, Cloudesley funded six 
partner agencies to provide small grants 

 
to help vulnerable local residents meet 
personal and developmental goals, and 
connect them to wider opportunities.  
Over 120 Catalyst grants were made in  
the year.
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Small Grants agreed during 2018/19

Organisation Project Grant

Brandon Centre Psychological Therapies for Young People £10,000

Choices Islington Community Befriending Service £10,000

Connaught Opera Opera in Mind £7,350

Growing Hope  
King’s Cross

Growing Hope Clinical Provision £10,000

Healthwatch Islington Log On project £9,960

Holloway Neighbourhood 
Group

Mindfulness Activities for Young People £2,750

Islington Mind Chances4Young £10,000

Islington People’s Rights Kids Support £10,000

Islington Somali Community ISC Connect £8,773

Manor Gardens Welfare Trust ‘Me Time’ for refugee mums £10,000

St Luke’s Parochial Trust Early Dementia & Vulnerable Adult 
Support Service

£10,000

In 2018/19, Cloudesley agreed  
a new five-year health grants 
programme for 2019-24. The 
programme aims to reduce 
health inequalities in Islington  
by improving health outcomes 
amongst people who are living  
in poverty and experiencing 
multiple disadvantages, such  
as homelessness, substance 
misuse, mental illness, violence 
and abuse.

During the year, Cloudesley 
supported local organisations 
through:

• Small Grants – one-year 
project funding of up to 
£10,000

• Main Grants – up to three 
years funding

• Strategic Grants – Cloudesley 
continued its support for 
Islington Giving, Islington Law 
Centre’s Three Advice Projects 
and Help on Your Doorstep’s 
Finsbury Park Connect Service. 

New three-year grants were  
also agreed for Centre 404,  
the Manna, the Maya Centre  
and Solace Women’s Aid.

Health grants for 
organisations

The Manna

Islington Giving
Cloudesley is a founder member and 
funder of Islington Giving, a place-based 
giving project. Working in partnership 
with Cripplegate Foundation and other 
grant-makers, businesses, voluntary 
organisations and local residents, 
Islington Giving aims to address poverty 
and the widespread inequality that exists 
in the borough.

Islington Giving:

• funds local organisations to provide 
support and activities

• develops partnerships and networks  
to deliver projects 

• brings additional resources  
into Islington

During 2018, Islington Giving awarded 
over £660,000 to 30 organisations, with 
grants focused on tackling isolation and 
‘unlocking’ Islington by:

• Investing in young people

• Supporting families

• Reaching isolated people

In 2018, Islington Giving set up a 
participatory Young Grant-Makers’ 
programme, training local young  
people to run a grants programme  
to fund projects for young people.

See www.islingtongiving.org.uk for  
more information.
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A full list of our health and welfare grants is available to view online at: www.cloudesley.org.uk

http://www.cloudesley.org.uk/grants/health-grants-for-organisations/previous-grant-awards/


HEALTH GRANTS 
IMPACT

CASE STUDY 
HELP ON YOUR DOORSTEP

Help on Your Doorstep works to 
improve the health and wellbeing  
of people in Islington. In 2018/19, 
Cloudesley’s grant for Help on Your 
Doorstep’s Finsbury Park Connect 
Service enabled it to help 250 local 
residents with long term health 
conditions and disabilities by providing 
advice and information, help with  
form filling and practical support. 

During its 500th anniversary, Cloudesley 
agreed £150,000 for Help on Your 
Doorstep’s Proactive Wellbeing Service. 
Along with funding from the Clinicial 
Commissioning Group, this has enabled 
Help on Your Doorstep to run regular 
advice sessions in nine GP surgeries.

Cloudesley’s health funding supports a wide 
range of local organisations, helping them 
to provide advice and services for Islington 
residents, including: 

Islington Law Centre – Cloudesley’s funding 
for the Law Centre’s Three Advice Projects 
helps provide local people with access to 
advice in community venues across 
Islington. The Three Advice Projects offers 
legal advice on welfare benefits, housing 
and debt. Cloudesley also funds the Law 
Centre’s form filling clinic which supports 
disabled people and those with health 
conditions with their complex benefit claims. 
In 2018/19, the form filling clinic’s work 
resulted in overall annual gains of almost 
£650,000 for local residents, an average  
of £6,090 a year per client.

The Maya Centre provides a safe space for 
women on low income who have severe 
mental health needs as a result of trauma, 
gender-based violence, fleeing war and 
harmful traditional practices, such as female 
genital mutilation. In 2018/19, Cloudesley’s 
funding supported Maya’s core service of 1:1 
counselling and long-term group counselling 
– with 246 women receiving counselling 
support in the year – and a Childhood Sexual 
Abuse Survivors Group. During its 500th 
anniversary year, Cloudesley also agreed 
additional funding to trial a new Live Video 
and Telephone Counselling project and to 
evaluate the effectiveness of this service.

CASE STUDY 
ST LUKE’S COMMUNITY CENTRE
Through Cloudesley’s Small Grants fund,  
in 2017 and 2018 St Luke’s Community 
Centre received two grants of £10,000 
towards its Early Dementia and Vulnerable 
Adult Support Service. The service 
provides therapeutic activities, classes, 
events and workshops aimed at promoting 
the health and wellbeing of older people 
living in south Islington, especially those 
affected by early dementia, poor health  
or isolation. 
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From 2014-19, Cloudesley’s  
main church grants programme 
has focused on funding the 
upkeep and repair of church 
buildings in the Islington 
Deanery. All Church of England 
churches in the Deanery are 
eligible to apply for support. 

In 2018/19, through its main 
church grants programme, 
Cloudesley agreed 20 grants 
totalling over £400,000 for 14 
Islington churches. The average 
grant size was just over £26,000, 
with grants given for a variety  
of purposes including repairs  
to stonework; investigations  
into structural movement;  
and towards the restoration  
of an historic church organ, 
bringing it up to date with  
digital technology.

Cloudesley’s grants for Islington’s churches provide  
vital funds for projects for which there are often few 
alternative income sources. By funding essential repairs, 
heating and lighting systems, new kitchens and toilets, 
Cloudesley helps Islington’s churches to continue to  
run both worship and community services.

CASE STUDY 
CHRIST CHURCH 
HIGHBURY

In recent years, Christ  
Church has had to undertake 
a series of specialist 
stonework repairs to its spire 
and pinnacles. Like many of 
Islington’s historic churches, 
Christ Church’s stonework  
is cracking and eroding, 
presenting urgent safety 
issues and a need to prevent 
further decay. 

In Autumn 2018, Cloudesley 
agreed funding of £18,000 
to enable Christ Church to 
carry out structural 
movement investigations, 
with a further large grant  
of £74,234 agreed in June 
2019 for pinnacle repairs.

Details about Christ  
Church’s stonework repairs 
and other Cloudesley funded 
projects can be found on  
the Case Studies page  
of Cloudesley’s website.

Grants for Islington’s 
churches

St Andrew’s, Thornhill Square Specialist stonework repairs at Christ Church Highbury
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A full list of church grants awarded is available to view online at: 
www.cloudesley.org.uk

http://www.cloudesley.org.uk/grants/support-for-islington-churches/previous-grant-awards/


CHURCH GRANTS 
IMPACT

CASE STUDY 
ST AUGUSTINE  
HIGHBURY

In November 2018, through the 
Sustainable Church Buildings Project, 
St Augustine was awarded a grant of 
up to £50,000 towards the installation 
of solar panels on the south roof of 
the church and LED lighting inside  
the church, made up of £45,000  
from Cloudesley and £5,000  
from Allchurches Trust. 

Once the necessary Islington planning 
and Diocesan faculty permissions 
were in place, St Augustine had its 
solar panels installed in March 2019.

Main Church Grants Programme 

£415,739
20 grants agreed for 14 of Islington’s 
Church of England churches 

Sustainable Church Buildings Project

£291,165
Additional grant funding agreed 
through this special 500th 
anniversary fund  

The Sustainable Church Buildings Project was 
set up to mark Cloudesley’s 500th anniversary 
year in 2017/18. The project was run in 
partnership with the Islington Deanery and  
the Diocese of London.

Through the project, Cloudesley funded 
environmental audits of Islington’s Church  
of England churches. All 24 eligible churches 
received grant funding of up to £10,000  
to take forward some of the audit 
recommendations to improve energy 
efficiency within their church buildings. 
Alongside this, Cloudesley ran a series of 
learning events for the churches and offered 
support to help them participate and take 
forward the related building projects.

The Sustainable Church Buildings Project 
also attracted funding from Islington’s 
Community Energy Fund, a strategic grant  
of £45,000 from Allchurches Trust and won 
a Roman Juriga Eco-Church Award from the 
European Christian Environmental Network. 

In 2018/19, Cloudesley agreed further 
Sustainable Church Buildings Project grants  
of over £290,000. Through this, ten Islington 
churches received funding towards a range  
of environmental works aimed at making the 
buildings more energy efficient, helping to  
cut running costs and so maintain services  
in the churches. 

The Sustainable Church Buildings Project 
has funded the installation of solar panels on 
eight Islington churches, as well as the fitting 
of LED lighting, draught-proofing and a 
range of other measures in all 24 churches.

Discussing the new LED lighting at  

St Andrew’s, Whitehall Park
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Finance and endowment review 
During the year, Cloudesley completed its special 500th 
anniversary grants programme and also increased the 
level of grants awarded through its ongoing funding 
programmes. The charity intends to further increase  
its grants budget in future years through careful 
management of its endowment and control of its costs.

Statement of financial activities

Year ended 
30/06/18

Year ended 
30/06/19

Total income £1,432,100 £1,671,838

Staff costs, governance 
costs and overheads

£254,405 £252,371

Ongoing grants 
programmes

£743,353 £920,598

500th anniversary grants £917,027 £291,165

Endowment funds at  
year end

£51,286,822 £52,240,096

Unrestricted funds at  
year end

£931,482 £896,140

FINANCIAL INFORMATION

Grants awarded

£1,211,763
Total grants awarded  
in 2018/19

£75,951
Health grants for individuals

£428,908
Health grants for 
organisations

£415,739
Main Church Grants 
programme

£291,165
Sustainable Church  
Buildings Project 

GOVERNANCE

Structure, governance and management
Cloudesley is governed by a Charity Commission 
Scheme of July 1980, as amended. 

Up to 15 Trustees are responsible for directing 
Cloudesley’s activities and the stewardship of its 
assets. They come to the charity through five routes:

• Ex-officio Trustee – the Mayor of Islington

• Archdeacon’s Trustee

• Four Deanery Synod Nominated Trustees

• Four London Borough of Islington  
Nominated Trustees

• Five Elected Trustees

During 2018/19, there were three full Board  
meetings, as well as quarterly meetings of the  
Grants Committee and Finance & Endowment 
Committee. Working groups reviewed the charity’s 
health and church grants programmes, as well as its  
investment policy.

Cloudesley’s staff are responsible for the 
management and administration of the charity,  
and are: 

Director Melanie Griffiths

Grants Manager Yvonne Amar

Grants Officer/2027 Associate Folasade Akintola

Administrator Joanna White

Finance Manager Phillip Everett

During 2018/19, the staff team also included:

Grants Manager David Vincent

Anniversary & Sustainability Officer Catherine Ross

Charity Commission No. 205959 
Registered Company No. 7425897

All photographs by  
Janie Airey

Front cover  
(from top to bottom)

St Luke’s Community Centre

Christ Church, Highbury

Islington Law Centre

Inside cover 

Islington Law Centre

Back cover 
(from top to bottom)

St James Clerkenwell 

St Stephen’s, Canonbury

Help on Your Doorstep, Amwell 
Group Practice

St Luke’s Community Centre

PROUD TO BE
A MEMBER
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The full Trustees’ Report and Accounts is available to view online at: 
www.cloudesley.org.uk

http://www.cloudesley.org.uk/about-us/annual-reports-accounts/


Contact us
Cloudesley 
Office 1.1, Resource for London 
356 Holloway Road 
London 
N7 6PA

Telephone: 020 7697 4094 
General enquiries: info@cloudesley.org.uk




